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Summertime:  school's almost out!  By the time you're reading 
this, you are likely either leaving Aomori with a heart and head full 
of memories, or are in the process of saying goodbye to some of 
the best friends you may have in Japan.  Summer is a mixed 
blessing in Aomori and on the JET Program.  Aomori summers 
are short but every last minute is appreciated - you will never find 
yourself lacking company on a popular beach, and will likely have 
a very full social calendar as well, busy with barbecues, hiking, 
one of a myriad of festivals, or just doing anything to enjoy the 
outdoors  and the lack of  a need  for  15  layers  of  clothing. 
However, this is also a tough time of year for those of us saying 
goodbye to close friends as we see them finish their JET journey 
and  embark on new adventures.  First-year JETs will especially 
have a hard time imagining what their lives will be like "after so-
and-so leaves". While I don't think that this is a process that gets 
much easier with each passing year, those of us recontracting for 
a 2nd, 3rd, or 4th time also realize that each JET year brings new 
challenges and joys. One thing to look forward to, while our 
leaver friends are packing their bags, is the process of welcoming 
all  the  new  JETs  to  the  prefecture  and  letting  their  fresh 
perspective and enthusiasm replenish our own.  Here's to the 
start of another fun and exciting JET year!  To all of you who are 
leaving Aomori to start the next phase of your life: Otsukaresama, 
Omedetou,  and  Asobi  ni  kite  ne.   We  will  miss  you!                                                        
Dana Berte 

J E T  P R O G R A M M E ,  A O M O R I     
E D I T I O N  1 0  
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And so the time has come, once again, to prepare 
for the changes that July and August will 
bring.  Many of us are beginning the process of 
unloading the possessions that we just can’t take 
back home.  The rest of us are deciding if we should 
buy that used snowboard, splurge on a new (old) car, 
upgrade to a new bike, or simply recoup the price of 
last month’s road tax. For those of us who are stay-

ing, June brings the prospect of new ALTs and CIRs. We have begun emailing 
and surreptitiously facebook stalking successors in the hope that they will be 
welcome and fun additions to our towns.  
   In April we began a new school year.  We watched 
our oldest students graduate, with tears streaming down 
their faces, and ululations flowing from their mouths. We 
welcomed new ichi-nenseis to our schools, and dusted 
off our self introduction lessons.  Some of us have new 
supervisors, many have new JTEs, and most raised 
copious, bibulous glasses at new-year enkais.   
   But April brought more than changes at school.  It 
also brought a reprieve from the snow (with fits and 
bursts, as flurries continued right up until April 
30th).  And the warmer weather brought forth the cherry blossoms for which Ja-
pan is renowned. In April, many JETs gathered around Hirosaki castle to enjoy 
fair food (doner kabab is rarer in Japan than a tanuki who isn’t road kill), share 
beer with friends, and gaze upon the evanescent blossoms.  But much like the 
blooms themselves, our enjoyment couldn’t last forever, as cold rains disturbed 
an otherwise lovely afternoon.  
   And while the time has come and gone to pack away skis, and remove snow 
tires, the time for hiking, camping, and barbecues has arrived. ALTs have al-
ready re-conquered Hakkoda on foot. And barbecues have broken out in parks 
across the prefecture.  
    And just as we were settling into the flywheel of habit in the new school year, in 
our routines at work, we were given a welcome, and wonderful, break for Golden 
Week. Some of us flew off to exotic travel destinations: India, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Hong Kong. Some of us spent a welcome week at home in Australia, America, 
Canada (etc,etc,etc). And some of us took the chance to explore more of the 
island nation we currently call home, taking the ferry across to Hokkaido, or road 
tripping down to Osaka.  And while we all had to 
assure our offices many times that no, no we don’t 
have swine flu (and some of us were even held at 
the airport for tests), all of us made it back from va-
cation safe and sound. 
    And now we have the bittersweet summer months 
to look forward to.  The bright months of summer, 
and the arrivals of new JETs is counterpointed by 
old friends leaving. Enjoy these friends while they 
are still here.  And enjoy your summer. 
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 This prefecture is so large that it’s hard to sum it up so quickly. Of course, as the na-
tion’s ‘food basket’, the fresh produce and dairy you’ll encounter here will be second to 
none. There’s also the fact that the people are kind and welcoming and excited to see 
you, and the myriad ski hills that get the world’s best powder come winter. There’s hon-
estly too much to cover in one article, but be sure to have some 
soup curry, to climb at least one mountain (or hill), and to get 
yourself a mari-mokori keitai strap, because your parents would 
be proud. 
 

Key words for holidaying in Hokkaido: 
On the top of the list for places to see: 
Shiretoko, Rishiri-Rebun, Yotei-Kutchan area (including 
Niseko), Shakotan, Okushiri Island, Abashiri, Asahidake, 
Kusharo-ko, Hakodate, Noboribetsu, Shikotsu-ko and Toya-
ko National Park 
 

For the outdoor adventurer: 
Rock climbing (south-west), Ice-climbing (north-central, north-east), dog sledding 
(Niseko, Ashikawa), ski/board/snow-shoe, paragliding (Rusutsu) 
 

Foods: Ramen (miso or shio, depending on the city), sashimi, hairy crab kegani, any-
thing dairy (in Winter, Niseko is home to some of Japan’s finest eateries…just make 
sure to ask the locals where to go) 
 

Top 3 Festivals (other than the snow festival):  
Yosakoi-Soran Matsuri (early June)  
Sounkyo-Hyobaku Ice Festival (January~March) 
Abashiri Drift-Ice Festival (Early February) 

July   
 

15 Aaron Asmann 
16 Nicholas Swanson 

18 Toby Walrod 
19 Wyomia Mouwers  

27 Gregory Hachenburg 
27 Justin Nesbit  

31 Genevieve Murphy  
 
 
 
 

August  
 

4 Kevin Tang 
12 Christine Cruell  

13 Wade Binneboese 
30 Shane Menza  

30 Stephen Pendlebury  
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Just three days and you’ll feel as though you’re 
home’ – it’s a common saying here, referring to the com-
plete ease that southern tourists express, the easy slide 
into an environment that is characterized by a distinct 
lack of hustle and bustle, a slower pace than much of 
Japan, and a natural beauty that, even after four years 
here, still manages to drop my jaw.  

 

More than any other true thing you 
can say about Hokkaido, its natural environment is unrivaled: 
brilliantly blue volcanic lakes stretch to form cool, flat surfaces 
broken only by the reflection of the occasional cloud; hikes and 
traverses carry climbers from lush, thick forest to undulating 
tundra; and looming mountains stay capped with snow even in 
the heat of summer. While much is made of Furano and 
Biei’s flower fields that stretch from hillside to valley, the 

scene beyond them is what really captures the eye. I think of only three colours when 
I think of Hokkaido: green, blue, and piercing white. I imagine Aomori to be similar, 
but it is said that the intensity here is tenfold and that the vegetation that demarks this 
island prefecture cannot be found elsewhere; not in Japan, 
not anywhere in the world. 
 

Should you see Sapporo? Yes, absolutely. Hokkaido is still 
relatively ‘young’ and though the population is aging, the 
younger demographic thrives in the city and puts on some 
pretty impressive dance, skating, and fixie displays in Odori 
Park. Sapporo is charming with its wide streets and beauti-
fully greened promenades, and Odori is worth a visit for a 
munch on cob corn and a stroll through 12 blocks of immaculately planned landscap-
ing, and Susukino is a good night or two on the town if that’s your thing. The Winter 
Sports Museum is also a winner. After that, get out of the city.  
 

Folks will typically hit up Otaru or Hakodate next. My thoughts? Otaru has a canal.  
Hakodate has interesting architecture and local food, but takes a whole wack of time 
out of your trip if you’re traveling there from Sapporo. If it were me, I’d take a hire car 
and start driving. Short stay? Shikotsu-ko and Toya National Park are hard to beat 

– vast beauty, charming onsens and steaming volcanoes are 
all found here. If you can, head to the Shiribeshi region, 
home to Niseko and arguably Hokkaido’s extreme-sports cen-
ter. Should time permit, head east, and keep heading east - 
any of the mountain passes you will encounter as you drive 
will guarantee waterfalls, wildlife, and primeval forest. Home to 
the World Natural Heritage-listed Shiretoko, the east also has 
some magical lakes (Kushiro, Kussharo, Akan, Mashu), and 
the Kushiro marshes. Like just about everywhere else on the 
island, onsens are in abundance, including a bundle of natural 
go-if-you-dare types. If you go east, bring a camera. And a 
tent. Watch for bears. Yeah, seriously. 
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July 3rd  Leavers Party Aomori City 
 

July 20th  Marine Day (Holiday) 
 

July– August 2009 JET Leavers departure from 
Aomori.  Best of endeavors!   

 

July 27th-29th Group A New JETs  Tokyo Orientation  
 

July 29th Group A JETs arrive in 
Aomori 

 

August 3rd JET Nebuta 
August 3rd– August 5th Group B JETs Tokyo Orientation  

 

August 5th  Group B JETs arrive in Aomori 
 

August 20th-21st Group C JETs Tokyo Orientation  
 

August 26th-28th Aomori Orientation  

  
  

 

Kodomari Soccer Beach Tourney  July 18, 19  
 
Nagano  Summer Jazz Festival  3rd weekend July 
 
Goshogawara Bug & Fire Festival   Last weekend June 
 
Hachinohe Sansha Taisai Festival  End July, Beg. Aug 
 
Shariki  Swim Competition  1st week Aug. (1 day) 
 
Aomori  Nebuta Matsuri   1st week Aug. (1 week) 
 
Hirosaki                Neputa Matsuri    1st week Aug. (1 week) 
 
Goshogowara  Tachi-Neputa Matsuri  1st week Aug. (1 week) 
 
Kuroishi                Yosare Matsuri    3rd week Aug. (2-3 days) 
 
Ohma  Blue Marine Festival  3rd weekend Aug. (1 day) 
 
Higashi Dori Mura Festival    3rd weekend Aug. (1 day) 
 
Fujisaki  Fireworks Festival  3rd weekend Aug. (1 day) 
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Nestled in the middle of the Tsugaru region, 
Tsuruta (Crane Field) is home to about 15,000 
people. It is said that location is everything and 
thanks to Goshogawara, Tsugaru City, Itayanagi, 
and Hirosaki as its neighbors, this idyllic, little 
Northern town is far from isolation. Attractions and 
conveniences are all within easy reach. 
 
When it comes to internationalization, Tsuruta does 
rather well. Amongst the 3 JETs in town, Tsuruta 
also has a private coordinator from its sister city of 
Hood River, Oregon. The Tsuruta-Hood River rela-

tionship has been going strong for 32 years and is among the most active in Japan. Separate 
groups of junior high school students and high school students from Tsuruta make an annual 
pilgrimage for a week-long homestay in America. A group of Hood Riverians visits every 2 years 
and joins the townspeople in celebrating the summer festival. Highlights of Tsuruta Matsuri in-
clude making Japan’s longest “sushi roll” and viewing fireworks over Lake Fujimi. 
 
In Fujimiko Park, you can see not only Lake Fujimi, but you can cross over Tsuru no Maihashi, 
Japan’s longest wooden footbridge (300 meters) that passes over the lake, and be blessed with 
longevity; so it has been said. Also in the park is an aviary hous-
ing several Red-crowned Cranes that were donated to the town 
from overseas. Sometime around Golden Week, Fujimiko Park as 
well as Sakura Zutsumi Park, the town’s central park, has plenty 
of cherry blossoms for all to take in and both places boast fantas-
tic views of Mt. Iwaki. 
 
Before the summer sushi spectacle, in mid-June foreigners flock 
to Tsuruta for its annual Tsugaru-ben Taikai. Now in its 13th 
year, this regional dialect contest has been entertaining locals 
and visitors alike with skits, songs, and soliloquies, all performed by foreign talent. Also in June, 
townspeople take to the streets and inundate the plentiful snack bars to partake in Tsuruta’s 
Sake Matsuri; 2009 marks the 22nd year of this popular pub crawl. 
 
Due to its namesake, there is particular interest paid to cranes, long regarded as symbols of lon-
gevity and luck. The beauty of these birds and their spectacular mating dances are reflected in 
motifs throughout town. Aruja, the local farmers’ market, features a restroom facility designed to 
appear as two cranes dancing. The main station, redesigned in 1999, has a roof shaped like 
wings. Other notable structures include the bookend statues at Tsuruta Bridge as well as the 
clocks in Fujimiko Park and Sakura Zutsumi Park.  
 
With so much to offer, it’s no wonder that I have called Tsuruta my home for the last 5 years. 

Recent project developments in town, such as the 2007 
opening of the Hood River Mall (part of the SuperStore 
franchise) and the new Waterside Park that lies by the 
banks of the Iwaki River, continue to broaden its appeal. 
 
As of this writing, discussions are in progress for Tsuruta to 
merge with Goshogawara. Perhaps the time for change 
has come for this peaceful town known for its cranes, ap-
ples, and grapes. It will be interesting to see if this plan will 
bear fruit. Like its namesake, I sincerely hope that Tsuruta 
will prosper and be longevous. 
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3) Sacrifice – one of my greatest passions is traveling.  With ample salary and lengthy vacations, 
many ALTs take advantage of their JET experience to indulge in a spot of wayfaring.  It was ex-
tremely painful for me to watch my friends travel all over Japan, as well as to Korea, Cambodia, Thai-
land, Laos, Nepal, India, China, and Jordan, and time and time again, I had to turn down invitations to 
go on these trips due to scheduling conflicts and/or budget considerations.  It still hurts.  But I believe 
the discipline applied to these decisions and sacrifices made in the area of something one desperately 
wants to do can be a big part of the reason that, after a few short years, one can begin to measure net 
worth in tens of thousands, rather than in pennies.  Am I suggesting you should completely nix all your 
travel plans henceforth, lest you conclude your JET tenure in a miserably impoverished state?  No, not 
at all.  Number one, I didn't just hole up in Kawauchi-machi for 1,825 days.  I actually took 7 interna-
tional trips in 5 years (6 to North America, and 1 to the Philippines).  Also, I think JET is an excellent 
opportunity for you to get out and see more of Asia, and I think you should try to take advantage of 
that.  But I'm suggesting that you continue to look at the big picture.  You might not be able to do it all 
right now.  Even if it means painful sacrifices in the present or short term, it may behoove you to tem-
per current opportunities in the light of financial goals and future plans. 
 

And just in case you think I was able to accomplish all of the above as a result of exceptional intelli-
gence or talent, well...I actually consider myself quite ignorant in the area of finances, and I think 
others could do better than me.  I know next to nothing about running a business or generating streams 
of active and passive income.  In addition to that, I have actually given away or lent out over $45,000 
to family, friends, and an organization that I support (www.allpowerseminar.com, if you're interested 
in taking a look at it), and most of that just in the last year and a half.  So if you did not make "dumb" 
decisions like these, you could actually do much better than me in the financial gains you make during 
your JET tour of duty. 
 

However, I should point out that, regarding the above, I believe there is a divine law at work.  If you 
give, you will get.  But you have to give first.  And if you think, "sure, it will be easy to give when I 
have enough money to do so", you're wrong, it won't.  It's always easier to give $10 out of $100 than it 
is to give $10,000 out of $100,000.  It's the same percentage, but it's always easier to give away the 
smaller amount, and you have to establish the habit with smaller amounts in order to be able to do it 
with larger amounts.  I know a lot of you are already making regular contributions, for example, to 
Everest of Apples.  But if you really are just barely feeding yourself and you have no spare money to 
give, you can still find other ways to give things.  You can give your time, you can teach some free 
classes, or you can just see someone in need, and give them something you have.  Just give when and 
where you see the opportunity, and I believe when you are in need, it will come back to you.  If you 
don't believe this, then I definitely have another story I want to share with you.  (Unfortunately, I can’t 
do it here because I’ve run out of space!  So you’ll have to contact Marti or myself if you’re interested 
in getting the full picture.) 
 

So.  Have you learned anything new?  Or have you been reminded of something you know you should 
be doing?  Sometimes it takes quite a few reminders for those who are slow (like me).  I suppose you 
could sum it up in a nutshell as follows:  dream big, have a goal and a plan, set aside savings, es-
tablish a tracking system, be disciplined, work hard, make sacrifices, and give to others when 
and where you see the opportunity.  For a good number of you there's probably no rush on most of 
this.  I'm in my mid-30's, so many of you have 10 - 15 years on me in terms of your time available to 
figure out your career, future, and retirement plans.  But, like me, I'm guessing 
you're not getting any younger.  So it may be worthwhile to take stock of your finan-
cial life.  Where are you at?  Where are you going?  Where do you want to get to?  
How are you going to do it?  I hope you can use some of the above suggestions to 
help answer these questions.  If you want to further discuss this, or any of my favor-
ite topics – money, travel, sports, movies, and/or Prochibitz – feel free to contact me 
(tobywalrod@gmail.com). 
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         SHOW ME THE MONEY 
 

(Originally a 3-part article – Show Me The Culture, Show Me The 
Experience, and Show Me The Money, but had to be cut due to space 
limitations.  If you are interested in the other (shorter) parts, you can 
contact Marti or me.  Thanks.) 
 

I don't know what your motivations were for applying to the 
JET Programme.  For me, there were a lot of reasons, but 
one very significant one was finances.  When I came on 

JET in 2004, I probably had a net worth of about -$50,000.  Now, 5 years later, I estimate 
my net worth somewhere around $75,000.  $125,000 increase in 5 years is hardly the stuff 
of legend, but I do feel extremely blessed and somewhat proud to have gotten that far; it is 
due in large part to JET, and if there is any information I can provide that might help out 
others who are struggling financially, I would like to offer it.  I don't mention those num-
bers for the purpose of ostentation, that is not the intention at all, but I want to give some 
real figures so that you can see what is possible with a big dream, hard work, sacrifice, 
and careful tracking and planning.  So, how did it happen for me?  Well, granted, I'm 
compelled to attribute a portion of it to serendipity.  Some of the money is tied up in invest-
ments, and so the value and figures fluctuate based on a lot of factors, but for one thing, I 
was lucky enough that my condo in Canada increased in value during the time I was in 
Japan.  My equity in the condo probably accounts for about 1/2 of the above number.  But 
the other half was simply gained through the ideals that everybody knows, but most people 
don't want to abide by:  1) discipline, 2) hard work, and 3) sacrifice 
 
1) Discipline – I have recorded and tracked virtually every financial transaction that has 
taken place in my life during my time in Japan.  Do I recommend that you do the same?  
Well, not necessarily.  I'm a very extreme person.  But at a minimum, I would recommend:  
(1) Have a goal.  Think about where you want to be financially when you finish your JET 
tenure, and start to put a plan in place to get there, if you haven't already done so.  2).  Get 
a separate account, maybe a post office account, and shuttle some savings into this account 
on a regular basis.  Do this first, as soon as you get paid, not at the end of the month with 
whatever is left over, because usually nothing is, if you are like most people.  (3) Have at 
least some sort of basic tracking system, whether it's just scribbling notes in your bank 
book, or keeping a separate notebook, or using an excel file.  I do all of the above, and my 
budgeting, tracking, and forecasting systems have developed into something that probably 
appears rather complex to the casual observer.  You don't necessarily have to do all that, 
but do something so that you have a record and an awareness of where your money is go-
ing.  Do you realize that if you stay here 5 years, you will have well over $150,000 pass 
through your hands just from your JET salary?  How much of that do you want to, and can 
you hold on to?  
 
 2) Hard Work – how do I put this?...I work hard.  Very hard.   You 
don't have to be quite as psychotic as I am, and work 15 - 16 hours a 
day, but the point is to try to do a little extra, go the extra mile when 
you get the chance.   
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Summertime is upon us!  The season of festivals, 
camping trips, barbecues and the dreaded mushi-atsui 
weather.  On the Tsugaru side, the first week of August 
is packed with three major festivals, Aomori’s Nebuta, 
Tachineputa in Goshogawara and Hirosaki’s Neputa 
festival.  Watching and participating in these events is 
one of the highlights of being in Aomori.  It’s a fun time 
of year, but also a bittersweet one for many JETs. 
 

The end of the winter and start of spring may be the 
symbolic beginning of ‘the new year’ for much of Japa-
nese society, but in the JET community August is the time of renewal.  For the leavers, it’s time 
for us to start packing up and say goodbye to everyone and everything that has been a part of 
our lives here in Aomori.  For those who are staying, it will be hard to see many of the friends 
you’ve made suddenly leave (although hopefully you can score some of the great stuff that 
they’re desperately trying to get rid of).  Then, just as abruptly as you’ve said goodbye to your 
old friends, there will be dozens of eager new JETs arriving ready to receive your stockpile of 
sempai wisdom.  Not to mention twenty more days of nenkyuu to reignite your travel dreams! 
 

Whether we have been here for one year or five, our time in Aomori 
has changed us.  It has become a part of who we are and we will 
carry it with us for the rest of our lives.  Likewise, many of the people 
here whose lives we touched will remember us for longer than we 
might think.  Although the JET Pro-
gram’s  effectiveness  in  improving 
English education might be debated 
by some, we have opened our stu-
dents’ minds to new cultures and 
new possibilities, planting seeds that 

will blossom in the years to come.  Not only 
has Japan changed us, but it is my hope that 
through our own individual contributions, no 
matter  how  small,  we  have  collectively 
helped to change Japan. 
 

             

 

Name:Laura Sacchetta 
Job Description: Full time Sannohe High School ALT, part-time Takko 
and Nanbu High School ALT. 
One thing few people know about you: I'm an open book so people 
know all there is to know about me! 
One word relating to your first year on JET: Enlightenment 
Most humorous or memorable experience in Aomori:Most memora-
ble experience was spending my birthday with 6 of my co-workers. They 
took time out to  organise a birthday dinner for me.  The memories 
formed that night will always stay with me. 
Words of advice or anything you want to say whether to the leavers 

or to the JET community: To the leavers: Hope you had an amazing time in Japan. Wishing 
you all the best in your future endeavours and live life with no regrets! 
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Name: Adam Mott 
Job Description: Misawa-shi ALT, devourer of kaiten zushi, 
shining beacon of JET community 
One thing few people know about you: I have six tattoos  
One word relating to your first year on JET: Sweetness 
Most humorous or memorable experience in Aomori: Giving 
impromptu speeches in Japanese 
Words of advice or anything you want to say whether to the 
leavers or to the JET community: "Nanbu owns Tsugaru- you 
heard me" 
 
Name: Bryan Haut 
Job Description: ALT at Sanbongi Nogyo, an agricultural high 
school where I get to chill with farmboys and horses. 
One thing few people know about you: I was once arrested 
on suspicion of First Degree Handsomeness. The charges were 
later dropped.  
One word relating to the first year on JET: Gleichge-
wichtzustandwiederhersellungsmoeglichkeit 
Most humorous or memorable experience in Aomori: I par-
ticipated, way back in September, in my town's mikoshi-carry. 

Afterwards we had a big party that included a whole lot of nihonshu. During the party I 
noticed a man in a leather jacket with a mohawk. I walked up to him and said, in faltering 
Japanese, "Your hair is great." He looked at me, and said in English while pointing at 
himself, "I am motorcycle. Harley Davidson." He then paused, grabbed his crotch and 
yelled, "ALSO HARLEY DAVIDSON."  
Words of advice or anything you want to say whether to the leavers or to the JET 
community: Via con nachos 
PS: When translated, that German word makes perfect sense. 

 
Name: Christy Bahr 
Job Description: singing, dancing, and playing with 16,000 
elementary school children in Aomori City 
One thing few people know about you:  I've never had the 
chicken pox. 
One word relating to your first year on JET: Boombastic 
Most humorous or memorable experience in Aomori: The 
bike accident with Tesia in front of the shiyakusho. 
Words of advice: Behave! 
 

 
Name: Tesia Smith 
Job Description: hanging out with Aomori city teenagers  
One thing few people know about you: I played drums in a 
colonial fife and drum corp when I was little and was in the 
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, right after the Baha Men and 
LFO, yea that's right, who let the dogs outttt!  
One word relating to your first year on JET: woah 
Most humorous or memorable experience in Aomori: The 
bike accident with Christy in front of the shiyakusho.  
Words of advice or anything you want to say whether to the 

leavers or to the JET community:  To the leavers: I'm mad at you. 

 
Page 6               Good Morning, Aomori!               Featured JETS 

Name:  Greg Hachenburg 
Job Description: Semi-regular ALT.  I teach at all of the 
Hachinohe  Elementary  Schools,  2  Middle  Schools  in 
Shingo  area  (near  Christs'  grave),  and  3  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  Shingo  area.  
One thing few people know about you: I can say the 
alphabet  backwards  in  under  4  seconds. 
One  word  relating  to  your  first  year  on  JET: 
Pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis  
Most  humorous  or  memorable  experience  in 

Aomori: Participating in the BFWF Round Robin, and receiving my finished story 
about Captain Slowtoad's Mariokart duel on a submarine for the fate of the world. 
Words of advice or anything you want to say whether to the leavers or to the 
JET community: Zombies can be anywhere and strike at any moment.  Be 
prepared, and always carry a blunt object. 

 
Name:  Karen Eaton 
Job Description:  CIR,  Tsuruta-town 
One thing few people know about you:  My favourite 
Japanese food is Daikon 
One word relating to your first year on JET:  Always 
learning something new 
Most humorous or memorable experience in 
Aomori:  The winter! It was amazing to experience living 
somewhere where everything around me was 
completely surrounded in snow. Absolutely beautiful! 

Words of advice or anything you want to say whether to the leavers or to the 
JET community:  Make sure you get enough 'me' time. 

 
Name: Karesa Crockett 
Job Description: grammar game planner and American 
cultural representative 
One thing few people know about you: I slept with a 
stuffed panda bear from the age of three until I was in 
college. 
One word relating to your first year on JET: rewarding 
Most humorous or memorable experience in Aomori: 
Hiking five hours to the bottom of Hakkoda then realizing 
we had no way back up to the car. Miraculously, a friend 

came walking through the parking lot exactly when we were our most desperate. 
Thank God! 
Words of advice or anything you want to say whether to the leavers or to the 
JET community: Wherever you go, continue to represent and reflect on your own 
culture as well as different cultures you encounter. We influence lives. 
 
OTHER FIRST YEAR JETS: Grahame Geissler, Jessica Conklin, 
Brian Pouw, Julie Austad, Takefumi Hirai, Brandon Cline, 
Michelle Payne, Aaron Chambers, Katie Mulroy, Nicholas 
Swanson, Christine Cruell, Nancy Velasquez, Michael Larson, 
Seth Hara, Taylor Austad, Ariel Angelotti, Ted Lackman, Stephen 
Cravak, Gabriel Reed, Alex Queen Paul Boland, Ruairi 
McLaughlin, Angela Corrie, Alyssa Hoey, Lindsay Amor, Matthew 
Smith, Michael Smith, Alison Sprung, Joel Gruwell. 
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